Anti-Racism & Indigenous Peoples
Books for Children
Stolen Words
by Melanie Florence
2017
The story of the beautiful relationship between a little girl and her grandfather. When
she asks her grandfather how to say something in his language – Cree – he admits that
his language was stolen from him when he was a boy. The little girl then sets out to
help her grandfather find his language again. This sensitive and warmly illustrated
picture book explores the intergenerational impact of the residential school system
that separated young Indigenous children from their families. The story recognizes the
pain of those whose culture and language were taken from them, how that pain is
passed down, and how healing can also be shared.

When We Were Alone
by David A. Robertson
Dec 1 2016
When a young girl helps tend to her grandmother’s garden, she begins to notice things
that make her curious. Why does her grandmother have long, braided hair and
beautifully coloured clothing? Why does she speak another language and spend so
much time with her family? As she asks her grandmother about these things, she is
told about life in a residential school a long time ago, where all of these things were
taken away. When We Were Alone is a story about a difficult time in history, and,
ultimately, one of empowerment and strength.

A World of Kindness
by Ann Featherstone
Oct. 26 2018
A World of Kindness goes beyond mere rhetoric to examine, in a child-friendly way,
everyday social interactions where a kind word or act could have a transformative
effect on others.

I Am Human: A Book of Empathy
by Susan Verde
Oct. 2 2018
I Am Human affirms that we can make good choices by acting with compassion and
having empathy for others and ourselves. When we find common ground, we can feel
connected to the great world around us and mindfully strive to be our best selves.

Say Something
by Peter H. Reynolds
March 1 2019
The Word Collector comes an empowering story about finding your voice, and using it
to make the world a better place.

The World Needs More Purple People
by Kristen Bell
June 2 2020
What is a purple person? Great question. I mean, really great! Because purple people
always ask really great questions. They bring their family, friends, and communities
together, and they speak up for what’s right. They are kind and hardworking, and they
love to laugh. A purple person is an everyday superhero! How do you become one?
That’s the fun part! Penny Purple will lead you through the steps. Get ready to be silly,
exercise your curiosity, use your voice, and be inspired.

The Bad Seed
by Jory John
Aug. 29 2017
The Bad Seed: a funny yet touching tale that reminds us of the remarkably
transformative power of will, acceptance, and just being you. Perfect for readers
young and old, The Bad Seed proves that positive change is possible for each and
every one of us.

When I Was Eight
by Christy Jordan-Fenton & Margaret-Olemaun Pokiak-Fenton
Feb. 1 2013
Olemaun is eight and knows a lot of things. But she does not know how to read.
Ignoring her father’s warnings, she travels far from her Arctic home to the outsiders’
school to learn.
The nuns at the school call her Margaret. They cut off her long hair and force her to do
menial chores, but she remains undaunted. Her tenacity draws the attention of a
black-cloaked nun who tries to break her spirit at every turn. But the young girl is
more determined than ever to learn how to read.

My Heart Fills With Happiness
by Monique Gray Smith
March 1 2016
The sun on your face. The smell of warm bannock baking in the oven. Holding the
hand of someone you love. What fills your heart with happiness? This beautiful board
book, with illustrations from celebrated artist Julie Flett, serves as a reminder for little
ones and adults alike to reflect on and cherish the moments in life that bring us joy.
International speaker and award-winning author Monique Gray Smith wrote My
Heart Fills with Happiness to support the wellness of Indigenous children and families,
and to encourage young children to reflect on what makes them happy.

