Anti-Racism and Indigenous Peoples
Books for Youth
This Place: 150 Years Retold
by Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm
April 30 2019
Explore the past 150 years through the eyes of Indigenous creators in this groundbreaking
graphic novel anthology. Beautifully illustrated, these stories are an emotional and
enlightening journey through Indigenous wonderworks, psychic battles, and time travel. See
how Indigenous peoples have survived a post-apocalyptic world since Contact.

The Marrow Thieves
by Cherie Dimaline
May 10 2017
Humanity has nearly destroyed its world through global warming, but now an even greater
evil lurks. The indigenous people of North America are being hunted and harvested for their
bone marrow, which carries the key to recovering something the rest of the population has
lost: the ability to dream. In this dark world, Frenchie and his companions struggle to
survive as they make their way up north to the old lands. For now, survival means staying
hidden - but what they don't know is that one of them holds the secret to defeating the
marrow thieves.

Pemmican Wars
by Katherena Vermette
Nov. 17 2017
Echo Desjardins, a 13-year-old Métis girl adjusting to a new home and school, is struggling
with loneliness while separated from her mother. Then an ordinary day in Mr. Bee’s history
class turns extraordinary, and Echo’s life will never be the same. During Mr. Bee’s lecture,
Echo finds herself transported to another time and place—a bison hunt on the
Saskatchewan prairie—and back again to the present. In the following weeks, Echo slips
back and forth in time. She visits a Métis camp, travels the old fur-trade routes, and
experiences the perilous and bygone era of the Pemmican Wars.

Go Show the World: A Celebration of Indigenous Heroes
by Wab Kinew
Sept. 11 2018
Celebrating the stories of Indigenous people throughout time, Wab Kinew has created a
powerful rap song, the lyrics of which are the basis for the text in this beautiful picture
book, illustrated by the acclaimed Joe Morse. Including figures such as Crazy Horse, Net-nokwa, former NASA astronaut John Herrington and Canadian NHL goalie Carey Price, Go
Show the World showcases a diverse group of Indigenous people in the US and Canada,
both the more well-known and the not- so-widely recognized. Individually, their stories,
though briefly touched on, are inspiring; collectively, they empower the reader with this
message: "We are people who matter, yes, it's true; now let's show the world what people
who matter can do."

The Honour Drum
by Tim J Huff
Sept. 15 2016
The Honour Drum is a uniquely envisioned and crafted project shared between two
Canadian friends―an Indigenous woman from the West Coast and a non-Indigenous man
from Ontario―to reach children, families and classrooms across Canada and around the
world with a message of great beauty and truth that should not be ignored. This vibrant
book is an important starting place for learning and insight that is vital and, for many people
of all ages, overdue. The Honour Drum is a love letter to the Indigenous people of Canada
and a humble bow to Indigenous cultures around the world.

Speaking Our Truth: A Journey of Reconciliation
by Monique Gray Smith
Sept. 19 2017
Canada's relationship with its Indigenous people has suffered as a result of both the
residential school system and the lack of understanding of the historical and current impact
of those schools. Healing and repairing that relationship requires education, awareness and
increased understanding of the legacy and the impacts still being felt by Survivors and their
families. Guided by acclaimed Indigenous author Monique Gray Smith, readers will learn
about the lives of Survivors and listen to allies who are putting the findings of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission into action.

I Am Not a Number
by Dr. Jenny Kay Dupuis & Kathy Kacer
Sept. 6 2016
Based on the true account of Jenny Kay Dupuis’s grandmother, this book tells the story of
eight-year-old Irene who is taken from her Nipissing First Nation home by an Indian Agent
and sent to live in a faraway residential school. Stripped of her name, frightened and
homesick, Irene endures, holding on to her mother’s words “Never forget who you are!”

Red Wolf
by Jennifer Dance
Jan. 11 2014
Red Wolf is a heartrending, relentlessly compelling novel about the impact of the Indian Act
of 1876 and the residential school system upon indigenous cultures.
Red Wolf depicts an unquestionably shameful part of our history about which today’s
children should be informed. The novel serves that purpose while reinforcing our feelings of
outrage and disgust.

The Outside Circle: A Graphic Novel
by Patti LaBoucane-Benson
May 2 2015
In this important graphic novel, two Aboriginal brothers surrounded by poverty, drug abuse,
and gang violence, try to overcome centuries of historic trauma in very different ways to
bring about positive change in their lives.

